Wildlife Infor mation -- Opossums
The Santa M onica Animal Control Division offers the following information” about opossums.

Opossum Facts

C Sizeof acat; grey to black fur; black eyes; pink nose, feet and tail; black ears; and pointed nose.

C North Americasonly marsupid mamma (femde hasapouch). Thefemae carriesand nurses her youngin her
marsupium until they are about two to three months old; then they are carried on her back another one to two
months whenever they are away from the den. Females have litters up to twice a year. Baby opossums
(typicdly fiveto eight per litter) are ready to leave and wak around out on their own by four months of age.
That's when they are 7 to 9 inches, nose to rump, and weigh about 10 to 16 ounces.

¢ Solitary and nocturnd: usudly dow moving; when frightened and unable to flee may fdl into an involuntary
shock-like gtate, "playing 'possum’.

C Hissor growl and show their 50 sharp teeth when frightened; but, in redlity, they are gentle and placid -- they
prefer to avoid al confrontations and wish to be left done.

¢ Omnivorous, and help to maintain a clean and hedthy environment. They eat dl types of insects, including
cockroaches, crickets, and beetles. They catch and edt rats, roof rats, mice, and they consume dead animals
of al types (carrion). They like over-ripe fruit, berries, and grapes.

C Adaptable; ableto livewherever water, food, and shdlter exist. At homeintrees,; usesitsprehensletail to help
gtabilize position when dimbing -- it does not, however, hang by itstail. Few live beyond one year of age in
the environment; can live up to 10 yearsin captivity. Killed by many predators: dogs, cats, owls, and larger
wildlife and by humans (automobiles).

Problems and Solutions

C Opossums are far less of a hedlth risk to you or your children or pets than other wild animas such as skunks
and raccoons. By eiminating the opossums, you may cregte a niche that will be filled by a less dedrable
gpecies. Rabiesand vird diseases (e.g., distemper) are practically unheard of in the opossum.

C Opossums are exceptionaly non-aggressive and non-destructive. They will not dig up your lawn, chew wood
or wires, or create burrows. They do not "attack™ anything that isnot aprey animad, and isnot threatening them.
If you keep prey animals such ashirds, rodents, or rabbits, you must keep them securein their enclosuresfrom
any wild animd. Adult catsand adult opossums generdly get dong together, or ignore one another. Dogsare
a serious threat to opossums, but not vice versa.

C Just because you see an opossum around does not mean that they are the ones causing your trouble. Opossums
are much less secretive than anima s that cause damage, and you are more likely to seethem, whenitisactualy
another anima doing the deed. It very unusud for them to be the culprits of any damage to property or lawns.



What attracts opossumsto aresidence?

C Food sources. Keep garbage covered. What about pet food? Bring cat/dog food in at night. Do you
have fruit trees? If so, you may haveto keep thefdlenfruit picked up. If the opossumsare eating under the
bird feeder, you may have to stop feeding birds for severa weeks. Compost pile? Cover any scrapswith
LOTSof grass clippings or leaves.

C Hiding places. You may haveto clear shrubbery or brush to make the arealess inviting.

C Security: Keep your yard wdl lit dl night. Do this for quite awhile so that trandent opossums will not
consider your property attractive- being nocturnal they *like* darkness. Thisis one of the mogt effective
things you can do.

C Easy access. Isthereafence, a"run" or path that they use often? Y ou could try blocking those routes.
Barriers might include branches or smd| temporary fences that make it hard for them to get through.

What deters opossums from aresidence?

C Success has been reported encouraging animals to leave a particular place by placing lights or radio during
the day when the animd istrying to deep. Hashing Chrigmas lights are particularly effective.

C If thereis one particular place that you wish to discourage the anima from coming to, you may try this
Puncture a coffee can in various places, and placeinsderags soaked in ammonia. Put thelid on the can and
place in the desred area. Use severd if necessary, and replenish the ammonia dally. Do not use around
babies!

C If gutters or other vertica surfaces are being climbed, you can try covering them with an 18" high length of
sheet metd, or covering the object with vegetable shortening up to an 18" height.

Recipe for Opossum Repellent
By Carol Martino

1) 1 whole Spanish onion

2) 1 jaapeno pepper

3) 1 tablespoon cayenne pepper

Directions: Chop up the onion and pepper. Mix together and boil in 2 quarts of water for
about 20 min. Let cool, and then strain water through a cheesecloth, into a container. Using
agarden sprayer, oray any area outside that wild animals or even neighborhood pets are
being anuisance. Process may have to be carried out for a period of two weeks to assure
success. This mixture is non-toxic and safe--it will not harm the anima but will succeed in
keeping them away.
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